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THE MODERN SPIRIT AND THE NEW EVANGELISM. 



The sentiment of the times reveals the consciousness of 

changed conditions in religious thought and work. It is, indeed, 

a new century in which we are living, whose roots 
A New Period 

lie in the past, to be sure, but whose atmosphere 

has somewhat changed. In no regard is this fact more fre- 
quently observed than in the realm of Christian evangelism. 
There is a consciousness that the old evangelism is passing away. 
Those who believe that this is a sign of evil mourn the situa- 
tion ; those who believe there is something better to take its 
place are hopeful but hesitant. No one knows just what to 
expect. The only certainty is that Christianity is progressive, 
not static. It adjusts itself, and ever must, to the times ; and 
the true minister must speak the present truth. Men and doc- 
trines pass away, Christ alone remains. A time like this is one 
of crisis ; yet not one to cause discouragement, but rather hope. 
Christianity must adjust itself to the new time, and must use a 
new vocabulary. This transformation is already taking place. 
It is a happy augury, proving as it does that Christianity, while 
fundamentally the same, is plastic in its methods, and can speak 
its message to a changed social order with the old effectiveness. 
The false prophet is he who insists upon using the same form of 
words, though conscious that they have lost their vitality. Per- 
haps the old evangelism which still survives is compelled to 
reckon chiefly with changed ideas in four departments of think- 
ing. These are : natural science, biblical criticism, psychology, 
and sociology. 
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In the realm of natural science a larger world is discovered 
than our fathers knew. Nor is this world the center of the uni- 
verse, as was once believed. It is an atom in an 
Science almost infinite universe. Moreover, the time meas- 

ure has been applied to it with a severity unrecog- 
nized before. Instead of being an infant of days, as the too 
literal reading of the Bible had led men to suppose, its birthdays 
are to be counted in millenniums, and not mere centuries. The 
records of national life on both continents are compelling the 
revision of chronology. Again, man's relation to the brute crea- 
tion is recognized wherever the facts of nature are studied. In 
his own physical organism he repeats an evolutionary process 
which thereby vindicates itself as the history of all living things. 
He is the expression of mature life in the organism of creation. 
In these and many other facts the divine method of creation is 
revealed. Jesus' statement, " My father worketh hitherto," 
gives a hint, which science is confirming, as to the ceaseless 
activity of divine power in its progressive realization of an ideal, 
not even yet attained, but so marvelous that former theories of 
man's relation to the universe seem already discredited by com- 
parison with this unique and magnificent sweep of God's pur- 
pose. The recognition of these facts lends a meaning to the 
biblical doctrines of creation and incarnation such as no former 
views of the world could justify. The enrichment which has 
come to Christian thought through scientific investigation is 
immeasurable. 

Another department in which men have been working to the 

profit of the Christian faith is that of biblical criticism. Here, 

as in natural science, the inductive method has 
2 The New 
Criticism been employed. A new discipline has developed, 

whereby the records of the Holy Scriptures are 
carefully scrutinized. The severe examination to which the 
Bible has been subjected, both in the departments of textual and 
of literary and historical criticism, has disclosed a whole conti- 
nent of truth undiscovered before. It is not alone the question 
of authorship and dates which has come into the field of vision, 
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but the facts of a progressive revelation unfolding itself as the 
divinely taught nation of Israel could receive and mediate the 
purposes of God to the world. To this must be added a new 
and larger meaning in the word "inspiration/' which no former 
definition had yielded. Again, the discipline of biblical theology 
as the assured and scientific foundation for a new systematic 
theology has come with the work of sound and reverent bib- 
lical criticism. The caviling skepticism of half a century ago 
is silent and helpless in the face of these studies. The Bible 
is becoming the subject of energetic investigation by large sec- 
tions of the community which formerly left it entirely neglected. 
The Old Testament is coming to a truer interpretation, which 
has removed many of the difficulties with which it was formerly 
burdened, and there are signs that the Word of God is entering 
upon a career of unexampled prominence and power. 

There is a third field in which the scientific spirit and the 
inductive method have been at work. This is the realm of 
psychology. The earlier metaphysical study of the 
Psychology mm d has given place to experimental and descrip- 
tive examination. The basis of the new discipline 
has been laid in a classification of the actual states of conscious- 
ness, and a priori hypotheses have given way before the observa- 
tion of mental phenomena. The religious bearings of the new 
science are most important. The light thrown by it upon the 
necessity and method of normal and adequate religious training 
of the child becomes increasingly valuable. Conversion is given 
a new significance, as it is studied in relation to the principles of 
the new psychology, and in the light of wide ranges of facts 
brought to record by students of the theme. Not less impressive, 
but even more so than formerly, are the factors of conversion, 
considered from the new point of view. The fact is as old and 
familiar as Christian history, but its adjustment to the other 
phenomena of the religious life, and a clearer understanding of 
the legitimate approaches that may be made to it, are of greatest 
value to the pastor, teacher, and evangelist. The result of these 
studies ought to be seen in a new impression of responsibility for 
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the training of children in the home, the church, the Sunday 
school, and the public school. The new psychology naturally 
issues in a new pedagogy. This science is already revolution- 
izing the work of the various grades of secular education, and 
is beginning to manifest its influence in the organization and cur- 
riculum of the Sunday school. It needs to be carried on into 
the church, so that both pastor and evangelist may realize the 
greatness of the service which it is prepared to render as an aid 
to their ministries. 

The fourth direction in which the modern spirit has led is 
that of sociology. The passion for social studies has taken pos- 
session of this generation. The growth of society, 
4. Sociology ° ° J 

the forces which operate in giving it variety of 

form, its industrial activities and problems, its gradual horizon 
tal stratification, with the increasing difficulty of vertical asso- 
ciation and sympathy, are phases of study which are interesting 
a widening circle of thoughtful people. With the attention to 
the facts presented by a study of society has come the discovery 
of the large place occupied by social teachings in the doctrine 
of Christ. His thought rested upon the individual, indeed, as 
the unit of the regenerate life, but it presently passed on to the 
new social order in which the will of God should be supreme, 
and which he called the kingdom of God. This has naturally 
led to efforts for social redemption by individuals and organiza- 
tions. The care of the poor, social-settlement work, the welfare 
of employees in stores and factories, and the various methods 
used to secure a larger measure of civic sanity and righteous- 
ness, are attracting widespread attention and claiming earnest 
and consecrated thought. 

These four departments of study may be regarded from 

three different points of view. There are many, no doubt, 

who consider them no part of a preacher's equip- 

Value of These ment for e£fective work indeed, it is frequently 

Sciences . 

maintained that the study of these themes is cer- 
tain to devitalize the message of a minister, and remove him 
from sympathy with deeply evangelical preaching. To many 
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the very names of science and criticism have become synonyms 
for infidelity and liberalism, and they deeply resent their 
spread, while psychology they regard as a new fad of which 
everybody talks, but nobody knows anything worth mentioning, 
and sociology is considered to be a sort of substitute for religion. 
This is, of course, a view too extreme to lend itself to serious 
consideration. A second is much more largely held, to the 
effect that a well-educated preacher ought to be acquainted 
with these matters, not because they relate themselves directly 
to his vocation, but because they are the commonplaces of 
educated circles, and therefore belong among the intellectual 
materials which he ought to possess. On occasion he will be 
expected to traverse such fields in his preaching, just as he 
would the territories of literature, art, or philosophy. But their 
discussion awakens no special interest, as it causes no apprehen- 
sion. From this point of view, whatever value these disciplines 
possess is wholly negative and colorless. A third attitude 
regards these as vitally helpful and effective elements in the 
preacher's equipment. They are discovered to be not only 
harmless and commendable factors of a scholarly and full pres- 
entation of the truth, but they are seen to be absolutely essen- 
tial to its richest and most inspiring disclosure. We believe 
this third view to be the one that needs present emphasis. To 
the preacher and evangelist they offer themselves as indispen- 
sable aids to the highest form of evangelism. New light con- 
stantly breaks out from the Word of God, and as constantly 
from his works, and the two need adjustment in a full and 
effective plan of preaching the gospel ; or, rather, their perfect 
adjustment needs fuller discovery and emphasis. Men are 
thinking familiarly in terms of scientific experience. The 
vocabulary of nature, criticism, psychology, and sociology is 
employed in large and widening circles. By many this is inter- 
preted as an abandonment of biblical truth as obsolete. The 
chief difficulty lies in the failure to translate biblical truth into 
terms which are intelligible to the age. Men are familiar with 
the discussion of scientific and industrial phenomena, perhaps 
far more familiar than most preachers imagine. Where works 
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like those of Darwin, Le Conte, Herbert Spencer, Huxley, and 
Weismann are read and discussed by workingmen and students 
to the extent observed at the present time, it is easy to see that 
the preaching of the gospel, so long as it is understood to be 
unscientific and mediaeval, lacks the power to reach such minds. 
But let these classes become convinced that the preacher him- 
self is acquainted and sympathetic with the best thought of the 
time, that these scientific fields are not unexplored by him, 
and his message is rendered doubly effective. The old truths 
of creation, sin, the atonement, the incarnation, the death of 
Christ, the resurrection, regeneration, and the program of Chris- 
tian service, take on a new and vital meaning. The old story 
has become fresh and inspiring. 

Yet it is not merely through knowledge of these disciplines 

that the power of the preacher or evangelist is to come. Familiar 

with them he must be, but much more than this is 

needed. He must not only be a scholarly man, 
Evangelism m J J ' 

but one of assured conviction. Men care nothing 
for mere encyclopaedic details. They will not listen to the state- 
ment of matters in which it is apparent the speaker has no vital 
interest. It is only as the facts of science have been absorbed, 
digested, and assimilated, and thus have issued in a new sense 
of their vital relationship to Christian faith, that they have value. 
The new evangelism will be scientific, but it will be more than 
this. It will insist upon the teachings of Jesus as the norm of 
all conduct. It will insist that theology become more practical, 
and sociology more religious. It will make use of apostolic 
methods, which were personal and not merely institutional. It 
will rely upon the eloquence of the pew as well as that of the 
pulpit, and upon the continuity of Christian preaching and life, 
rather than upon the spasmodic excitements of great revivals. 
Most of all, it will come to its true place only as the evangelist 
himself, preacher or layman, is not only an informed man and 
a convinced believer, but full of the Holy Spirit and of power. 
In such men alone can the promise of both Testaments find ful- 
filment : "He shall make his ministers a flame of fire." No 
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preaching of science or higher criticism or psychology or 
sociology can reach these ends. They will lie underneath as a 
part of the foundation of the true evangelism, but the emphasis 
must be still, as ever, upon the divine life of Christ, his atoning 
death, the redemption he offers from sin, the necessity of the 
regenerate life, and the development of Christian character. 
The man who proclaims these great facts, in the love of them 
and of humanity, will be the embodiment of the new evangel- 
ism, a veritable " flame of fire." 
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